Slater Primary School – Temporary Nursery Closure

Consultation Document

Overview
Slater Primary School is considering the temporary closure of their nursery provision for the 2025-2026 academic year (August 2025 – July 2026)

This proposal has the support of the school’s Governing Body and the Local Authority’s Pupil Place Planning team. However, we would value the opinion of parents and other interested parties before any final decision is taken.

Why we are consulting

We would like your views on:

Whether you support or oppose the proposed temporary closure of the nursery provision
Any comments you may have to explain why you support or oppose the temporary closure of the nursery provision

Background Information

Slater Primary School is a school maintained by the local authority and is situated near to the city centre of Leicester.
The school comprises of 7 year groups (ranging from Reception to Year 6) and currently has a published admissions number of 30 pupils per year group.  The total capacity of the school is therefore 210 pupils. The school also has a small nursery provision of 9 places part time mornings only. 

Reason for temporarily closing the nursery provision

Ensuring Financial Stability and Equitable Resource Allocation

Government funding is allocated per pupil, and due to the extremely limited number of nursery places at Slater Primary School, the funding received is insufficient to cover the cost of a dedicated teacher and necessary resources. This financial strain puts pressure in the broader school budget, limiting opportunities for the majority of our pupils. By temporarily closing the nursery, the school can redirect vital resources to enhance the education and experiences of all pupils, ensuring they receive the best possible learning environment.

Significant Investment to Improve School Facilities

Slater Primary School has been awarded funding for a bespoke new building that will transform the school environment. 

This project will:
· Allow for all pupils to eat their lunch indoors, eliminating the need for packed lunches to be eaten outside in poor weather
· Create a multi-use space that can be used for learning, activities, and enrichment opportunities beyond lunchtime
· Improve the school’s overall facilities, benefiting every single pupil, not just a small proportion


Nursery Capacity in Leicester

The Local Authority has confirmed that the northwest cluster, where Slater Primary is located, has sufficient nursery places. Removing just nine part-time places from our school will not significantly affect overall nursery provision in the area.

The temporary closure of the nursery is a strategic decision to secure the school’s financial health and enhance the learning experience for all pupils. Rather than continuing to spread resources too thinly, this move will ensure that our primary-aged pupils receive the education and support they need to thrive.

We value the views of our parents and stakeholders and encourage you to share your thoughts as we consider this important step for the future of Slater Primary School



Responses:


Question 1

Please select one of the following options:

a) I support the proposed closure of the nursery provision in Slater Primary School for the 2025/2026 academic year.
b) I oppose the proposed closure of the nursery provision in Slater Primary School for the 2025/2026 academic year.

Question 2

If you wish, please comment on why you support or oppose the temporary closure.





 
